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Impacts on agriculture 

Source: FEWS NET, August 2014 
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2014 Primera Anomalies 
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Moisture Transport and Circulation 



2015 Primera Drought 



Summary  
• The 2014 drought led to major economic losses. 

• Widespread below-average rain (< 80% of normal) 

• Early onset and extended Canicula 

• Anomalous moisture divergence, westward excursion of the 
North Atlantic subtropical high, and stronger Caribbean low-
level jet 

• Warmer sea-surface temperatures limited over the 
Northeastern  Tropical Pacific and anomalous subsidence 
over CA 

• Warm Pacific and relatively cool Atlantic related to drought 
over Central America (Ropelewski and Halpert 1987; Waylen 
and Quesada 2002; Magana et al. 2003) 
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