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NWS Climate Services 

Day 0 to 7 
WFOS 

 Day 8 to 13 months and to +∞ -∞ to yesterday 

Climate Services Climate Services 



Flow of Climate Outlooks in Alaska  
(NWS Perspective) 
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Alaska Climate Monitoring  



Alaska Region Climate Services: Outlooks 

• If it’s beyond the Weather Forecast Office time frame, 
it’s climate in Alaska Region 

• Weeks 2 to 4 (weather-climate linkage) 
• Remote, isolated and long, vulnerable supply chains 
• Forecasts of opportunity: patterns associated with high 

impacts  
• Monthly to Seasonal 

• Planning and commitment  
• Probabilistic information of primary importance 

• Useable to users 



Climate Forecasts:  Week 1-2 Outlook 

• Weekly (or more) 
• Technical: expand, 

explain and Alaska-fy 
CPC 6-10/8-14 day 
Outlooks 

• Google shared site 
• Help operational offices 

make best use of CPC 
products 

• Weekly State of Alaska 
Briefing  
 

 



Climate Forecasts: Climate Product Discussion 



Wx-Climate Outlooks: Getting the word 
out 

 
• NWS Alaska TV Desk 

(especially week 2) 
• Social Media 
• UAF/ACCAP Monthly 

Climate Forecast briefing; 
very popular 



Seasonal Sea Ice Outlooks —  
An Emerging Emerged Need 

• Active oil exploration in Alaskan Arctic since 2012 
• Industry making billion dollar decisions on oil and gas 

activities in Beaufort and Chukchi Sea 
• Department of the Interior 

• Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) 
• Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement  (BSEE) 

• Department of Homeland Security: Coast Guard 
• Sea ice forecasts for specific locations weeks to months 

in advance for planning and regulatory actions. 
• Demand will increase (shipping, tourism) 
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