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ENSO: 
• ENSO-neutral is expected to continue through the Northern Hemisphere spring 2014, with 
about a 50% chance of El Niño developing during the summer or fall. 
 
• ENSO Alert System Status: El Niño Watch 
 
MJO and other subseasonal tropical variability: 
• The MJO weakened considerably during the past week, and the atmospheric circulation 
pattern is no longer consistent with robust MJO activity. 
 
• Dynamical model MJO index forecasts differ on the amount of eastward propagation of the 
remaining signal, with some models indicating a complete breakdown (westward movement) 
during Week-2.  Statistical tools indicate a weak signal, and little to no propagation beyond the 
Indian Ocean. 
 

 
Extratropics: 
• The extended range forecast for the U.S. is not expected to be impacted greatly by the MJO. 
The current outlooks favor continued below-normal temperatures and above-median 
precipitation across the northern tier of the CONUS with above-normal temperatures across 
the southwest.  Below-median precipitation is favored across much of the four corners region 
and southern Great Plains. 

Synopsis of Climate Modes 
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MJO Observation/Forecast 

GFS ECMWF UKMET 



Average Conditions when the MJO is present (Nov-Mar) 



MJO signal much less robust 

(Area near 90E is dry in obs, 

wet in statistical forecast) 

 

Atmospheric Kelvin waves and 
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drivers.   
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Connections / U.S. Impacts 



Indicates a shift toward warmer 

conditions across the central and 

southwest CONUS.   

Signal is weak at best. 

Would also support dryness over 

the southwest.  

 

Signal is weak at best. 

US Composites based on MJO Phase 









Week 2 – Temperature and Precipitation 




