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ENSO: 

• ENSO-neutral is favored (85% through Sept, decreasing to ~55% during Dec-Feb 

2017-18). La Niña is favored relative to El Niño by winter. 

 

 

 

MJO and other subseasonal tropical variability: 

• The MJO remained weak overall, though the upper-level divergent circulation shows 

a more coherent structure. 

 

• Dynamical models indicate a weak MJO in Week-1. During Week-2, some signal may 

emerge over the Western Hemisphere. 

 

•Tropical cyclone activity in the Western Hemisphere could be impacted by the MJO-

related divergent circulation. 

 

 

Extratropics: 

• The extended range temperature and precipitation forecasts for the U.S. are not likely 

to be directly impacted by MJO activity. 

Synopsis of Climate Modes 





IR Satellite & 200-hpa Velocity Potential Anomalies 

Green: Enhanced Divergence    Brown: Enhanced Convergence  

Largely disorganized pattern. 

Broadly wave-1 with some other 

tropical variability interfering. 

Better organized, wave-1 

structure. 



MJO Observation/Forecast 

GEFS ECMWF CMC 

RMM index is forecast to show little coherent MJO activity over the upcoming two 

weeks. 



Average Conditions when the MJO is present 

CAVEAT: These panels are 

representative of robust MJO 

events. 



MJO, Rossby wave  and 

Kelvin wave having an 

influence 

 

Low-frequency pattern less 

of an influence 
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Connections to U.S. Impacts 







Week 2 – Temperature and Precipitation 




