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ENSO: (October 11, 2018 Update) 

• ENSO Alert System Status: El Niño Watch 

 

• El Niño is favored to form in the next couple of months and continue through the 

Northern Hemisphere winter 2018-19 (70-75% chance). 

 

MJO and other subseasonal tropical variability: 

• The MJO weakened as the low-frequency state (developing El Niño – pulls RMM-

index towards phases 7/8) interfered with the subseasonal signal (phases 4/5). The 

upper-level pattern also became increasingly disorganized. 

 

• Dynamical models indicate an enhancement of Pacific convection, with some 

eastward propagation of the signal to the Western Hemisphere. This is out of phase 

with the previous MJO event, and low confidence. 

 

Extratropics: 

• The upper-level pattern is disorganized, with the MJO signal competing with the re-

emerging low frequency state. Therefore, it is difficult to attribute potential extratropical 

pattern changes to the MJO. 

Synopsis of Climate Modes 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_disc_jun2018/enso-alert-readme.shtml




IR Satellite & 200-hpa Velocity Potential Anomalies 
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projections on MJO indices. 
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MJO Observation/Forecast 

GEFS ECMWF JMA 

All models show increasing amplitude in Phase-7, likely due to the low frequency 

state re-emerging. GEFS and ECMWF show some weak eastward propagation of 

the index, though this is out of phase with the previous MJO event. 
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Connections to U.S. Impacts 







Week 2 – Temperature and Precipitation 




