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ENSO: November 12, 2020 Update               Next update December 10

ENSO Alert System Status: La Niña Advisory

• La Niña is likely to continue through the Northern Hemisphere winter 2020-21 

(~95% chance during January-March) and into spring 2021 (~65% chance during 

March-May)

Synopsis of Climate Modes

La Niña El NiñoNeutral

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/strengths/index.php

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/enso-alert-readme.shtml
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/strengths/index.php
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• La Niña is likely to continue through the Northern Hemisphere winter 2020-21 

(~95% chance during January-March) and into spring 2021 (~65% chance during 

March-May)

MJO and other subseasonal tropical variability:

• The active part of the MJO is over the western Indian Ocean, away from the Atlantic, 

which should reduce the likelihood of more Atlantic TC activity.

• There is poor confidence in the future track of the MJO due to significant ensemble 

spread within the models.
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IR Satellite & 200-hpa Velocity Potential Anomalies

Green: Enhanced Divergence    Brown: Enhanced Convergence 

Semi persistent convection over 

the Maritime Continent 

associated with La Nina and 

MJO activity.

Enhanced convection co-located 

with the active phase of the MJO 

moving across Africa.



MJO Observation/Forecast

GEFS ECMWF

•GEFS and ECMWF ensemble means project a weakening MJO during the next two weeks.

•Significant spread among the ensemble members.

•ECMWF extended run projects the MJO to stay week through early December.



Average Conditions when the MJO is present

CAVEAT: These panels are 

representative of robust MJO 

events.



MJO activity strongly 

favored by the CFS.

Low frequency contours 

depict ENSO cold 

conditions.

Equatorial Rossby wave 

activity over the Indian 

Ocean.













Connections to U.S. Impacts









Week 2 – Temperature and Precipitation




