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ENSO: (April 8, 2021 Update) next update on May 13, 2021

• ENSO Alert System Status: La Niña Advisory

• A transition from La Niña to ENSO-Neutral is likely in the next month or so, with an 

80% chance of ENSO-neutral during May-July 2021.

MJO and other subseasonal tropical variability:

• The MJO is especially strong; moving over the Indian Ocean.

• The MJO is expected to continue around the Equator during the next two weeks.

• Other tropical signals are particularly weak. ENSO conditions are near normal and 

there isn’t much potential for tropical cyclone development during the next two 

weeks.

Synopsis of Climate Modes

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/enso-alert-readme.shtml




IR Satellite & 200-hpa Velocity Potential Anomalies

Green: Enhanced Divergence    Brown: Enhanced Convergence 

Significant asymmetry due to 

WPAC Typhoon activity.

Wave-1 pattern locks in as MJO 

strengthens.

A strong Wave-1 pattern 

associated with a strong MJO 

moving into the Indian Ocean.



MJO Observation/Forecast

GEFS ECMWF JMA

All models are in good agreement that MJO will continue propagating throughout the 

Tropics during the next two weeks.

The predicted weakness in Week-2 is most likely a result of changing ENSO 

conditions affecting the calculation of the RMM index and a forecasted equatorial 

Rossby wave.



Average Conditions when the MJO is present

CAVEAT: These panels are 

representative of robust MJO 

events.



MJO is strong, 

approaching the Indian 

Ocean.

Low frequency La Nina 

signal has disappeared.













Connections to U.S. Impacts









Week 2 – Temperature and Precipitation




