
 

The atmospheric circulation remained generally incoherent respect to with the MJO during the previous 

week. Other modes of varibility in tropical convection are more prevalant in the pattern. The RMM 

index indicated enhanced convection over the Indian Ocean, while the CPC Velocity Potential index 

indicated enhanced upper-level dviergence over the Central Pacific.  Each index is picking up on a 

different portion of the current circulation anomalies. Two Kelvin waves traversed the Pacific during the 

past two weeks, with the first due to emerge over Africa and the western Indian Ocean during Week-1, 

and the second likely to traverse the Atlantic during Week-1. 

 

Many of the dynamical models, including those from the GFS, ECMWF, JMA, and UKMET Office, indicate 

enhanced convection remaining nearly stationary over Africa, likely associated with the arrival of the 

Kelvin wave and its impact on the West African Monsoon.  The Candian ensemble mean indicates 

eastward propagation during Week-2. Statistical models such as the Constructed Analog favor eastward 

propagation but quickly weaken the signal to near 0 by the start of Week-2.  Based on recent 

observations, the future evolution of any MJO signal is highly uncertain. 

 



Tropical Depression Genevieve became reinvigorated south of Hawaii, while Major Hurricane Iselle and 

Tropical Storm Julio formed over the  East Pacific. The western North Pacific was active as well, with 

Tropical Storm Nakri forming and Typhoon Halong intensifying to Super-Typhoon strength. During 

Week-1, tropical cyclone formation chances return to near or below-average levels, although low 

chances of formation exist near the southern coast of Mexico.  GFS and CMC outputs have exhibited 

high run-to-run variability in developing a system there.  During Week-2, the threat of tropical cyclone 

formation increases over the western North Pacific, east of 150E, and over the eastern Pacific. A low 

confidence and low chance threat exists for tropical cyclone formation over the main development 

region of the Atlantic during Week-2, with the CFS and GFS hinting at formation. 

 

During Week-1, above-average rains are likely across Northern Indian and into Pakistan, associated with 

a Monsoon Depression.  Above-average rains associated with tropical cyclone activity are also likely 

across Japan and Hawaii.  Below-average rains are likely across the western Pacific, from the equator to 

15N, and from the Philippines to the Date Line. The subsident phase of an equatorial Rossby Wave is 

likely to move across that region. 

 

Above-average rains are likely across southern India and western portions of the Maritime Continent 

during Week-2, likely associated with a Kelvin Wave. Above-average rains are likely to return to the 

eastern Pacific and portions of Central America during Week-2, associated with the evolving background 

state. Below-average rains are likely over small portions of Southeast Asia and the Philippines due to a 

break in the monsoon trough. 

 

Forecasts of enhanced or suppressed convection across some parts of Africa are based on regional scale 

anomaly features and were produced based on collaboration with the CPC Africa Desk.  


