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Tropical Highlights - December 2008

Negative sea surface temperature (SST) anomalies strengthened across the central and east-central
equatorial Pacific Ocean during December 2008 (Fig. T18). The latest monthly SST index was -0.7°C in
the Nifio-3.4 region, and -0.6°C in the Nifio-4 region (Table T2).

The oceanic thermocline along the equator, measured by the depth of the 20°C isotherm, featured
shallower-than-average depths across the eastern equatorial Pacific during December (Figs. T15, T16).
Consistent with this pattern, subsurface temperatures in the region were 1-5°C below average at ther-
mocline depth (Fig. T17).

Enhanced low-level easterly winds and upper-level westerly winds were present across the equatorial
Pacific Ocean during December (Figs. T20, T21). These conditions continued to be associated with
suppressed convection over the central equatorial Pacific Ocean and enhanced convection across Indone-
sia (Fig. T25). This combination of conditions suggests that La Nifia is developing.

For the latest status of the ENSO cycle see the ENSO Diagnostic Discussion at:
http:/AMwww.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/index.html
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Southern Oscillation Index (SOI)
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FIGURE T1. Five-month running mean of the Southern Oscillation Index (SOI) (top), sea-level pressure anomaly (hPa)
at Darwin and Tahiti (middle), and outgoing longwave radiation anomaly (OLR) averaged over the area 5N-5S,
160E-160W (bottom). Anomalies in the top and middle panels are departures from the 1951-1980 base period means
and are normalized by the mean annual standard deviation. Anomalies in the bottom panel are departures from the
1979-1995 base period means. Individual monthly values are indicated by “x”s in the top and bottom panels. The
x-axis labels are centered on July.



CDAS/Reanalysis—Based SOl and Equatorial SOI
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FIGURE T2. Three-month running mean of a CDAS/Reanalysis-derived (a) Southern Oscillation Index (RSOI), (b)
standardized pressure anomalies near Tahiti (solid) and Darwin (dashed), (c) an equatorial SOI ([EPAC] - [INDOYJ),
and (d) standardized equatorial pressure anomalies for (EPAC) (solid) and (INDO) (dashed). Anomalies are depar-
tures from the 1979-95 base period means and are normalized by the mean annual standard deviation. The equa-
torial SOI is calculated as the normalized difference between the standardized anomalies averaged between 5°N—
5°S, 80°W-130°W (EPAC) and 5°N-5°S, 90°E-140°E (INDO).
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51 200—hPa Zonal Wind )
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FIGURE T3. Five-month running mean (solid lines) and individual monthly mean (dots) of the 200-hPa zonal wind
anomalies averaged over the area 5N-5S, 165W-110W (top), the 500-hPa virtual temperature anomalies averaged
over the latitude band 20N-20S (middle), and the equatorial zonally-averaged zonal wind anomalies at 30-hPa (red)

and 50-hPa (blue) (bottom). In the top panel, anomalies are normalized by the mean annual standard deviation.
Anomalies are departures from the 1979-1995 base period means. The x-axis labels are centered on January.

11



850—hPa Zonal Wind Anomaly (135E—180)
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FIGURE T4. Five-month running mean (solid line) and individual monthly mean (dots) of the standardized 850-hPa
zonal wind anomaly index in the latitude belt 5N-5S for 135E-180 (top), 175W-140W (middle) and 135W-120W
(bottom). Anomalies are departures from the 1979-1995 base period means and are normalized by the mean annual
standard deviation.The x-axis labels are centered on January. Positive (negative) values indicate easterly (west-
erly) anomalies.
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FIGURE T5. Nino region indices, calculated as the area-averaged sea surface temperature anomalies (C) for the speci-
fied region. The Nino 1+2 region (top) covers the extreme eastern equatorial Pacific between 0-10S, 90W-80W. The
Nino-3 region (2nd from top) spans the eastern equatorial Pacific between 5N-5S, 150W-90W. The Nino 3.4 region
3rd from top) spans the east-central equatorial Pacific between 5N-5S, 170W-120W. The Nino 4 region (bottom)
spans the date line and covers the area 5N-5S, 160E-150W. Anomalies are departures from the 1971-2000 base
period monthly means (Smith and Reynolds 1998, J. Climate, 11, 3320-3323). Monthly values of each index are
also displayed in Table 2.
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Sea Level Pressure (hPa)
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FIGURE T6. Time-longitude section of mean (top) and anomalous (bottom) sea level pressure (SLP) averaged between
5N-5S (CDAS/Reanalysis). Contour interval is 1.0 hPa (top) and 0.5 hPa (bottom). Dashed contours in bottom
panel indicate negative anomalies. Anomalies are departures from the 1979-1995 base period monthly means. The
data are smoothed temporally using a 3-month running average.
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850 hPa Zonal Wind (m/s)
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FIGURE T7. Time-longitude section of mean (top) and anomalous (bottom) 850-hPa zonal wind averaged between 5N-
5S (CDAS/Reanalysis). Contour interval is 2 ms*. Blue shading and dashed contours indicate easterlies (top) and
easterly anomalies (bottom). Anomalies are departures from the 1979-1995 base period monthly means. The data
are smoothed temporally using a 3-month running average.
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Outgoing Longwave Radiation (W/m2)
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FIGURE T8. Time-longitude section of mean (top) and anomalous (bottom) outgoing longwave radiation (OLR) aver-
aged between 5N-5S. Contour interval is 10 Wm2. Dashed contours in bottom panel indicate negative OLR
anomalies. Anomalies are departures from the 1979-1995 base period monthly means. The data are smoothed
temporally using a 3-month running average.
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Sea—Surface Temperature (C)
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FIGURE T9. Time-longitude section of monthly mean (top) and anomalous (bottom) sea surface temperature (SST)
averaged between 5N-5S. Contour interval is 1C (top) and 0.5C (bottom). Dashed contours in bottom panel
indicate negative anomalies. Anomalies are departures from the 1971-2000 base period means (Smith and Reynolds
1998, J. Climate, 11, 3320-3323).
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Sea Level Pressure Anomaly (hPa)
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FIGURE T10. Time-longitude section of anomalous sea level pressure (hPa) averaged between 5N-5S (CDAS/Reanaysis).
Contour interval is 1 hPa. Dashed contours indicate negative anomalies. Anomalies are departures from the 1979-
1995 base period pentad means. The data are smoothed temporally using a 3-point running average.
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Outgoing Longwave Radiation Anomaly (W/m2)
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FIGURE T11. Time-longitude section of anomalous outgoing longwave radiation averaged between 5N-5S. Contour
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interval is 15 Wm2. Dashed contours indicate negative anomalies. Anomalies are departures from the 1979-1995

base period pentad means. The data are smoothed temporally using a 3-point running average.

19



FEB2008 A

MAR2008
APR2008 +=
MAY2008 1~

JUN2008 4

Nz

~
/

<
\
’

Neee_-

JUL2008 +
AUG2008 7.

SEP2008

0CT2008 1.

NOV2008 -

DEC2008 -

0 60E  120E 180  120W  60W 0

[ ] | | | | [ [ T
-8 -6 -4 -2 2 4 6 8
Data updated through December 2008

FIGURE T12. Time-longitude section of anomalous 200-hPa velocity potential averaged between 5N-5S (CDAS/Re-
analysis). Contour interval is 3 x 10® m?s. Dashed contours indicate negative anomalies. Anomalies are departures
from the 1979-1995 base period pentad means. The data are smoothed temporally using a 3-point running average.
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850—hPa Zonal Wlnd Anomoly (m/s)
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FIGURE T13. Time-longitude section of anomalous 850-hPa zonal wind averaged between 5N-5S (CDAS/Reanalysis)

Contour interval is 2 ms*. Dashed contours indicate negative anomalies. Anomalies are departures from the 1979
1995 base period pentad means. The data are smoothed temporally by using a 3-point running average
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Zonally—Averaged Zonal Wind Anomalies (Equatorial)
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FIGURE T14. Equatorial time-height section of anomalous zonally-averaged zonal wind (m s*) (CDAS/Reanalysis).
Contour interval is 10 ms™. Anomalies are departures from the 1979-1995 base period monthly means.
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FIGURE T15. Mean (top) and anomalous (bottom) depth of the 20C isotherm averaged between 5N-5S in the Pacific
Ocean. Data are derived from the NCEP’s global ocean data assimilation system which assimilates oceanic obser-
vations into an oceanic GCM (Behringer, D. W., and Y. Xue, 2004: Evaluation of the global ocean data assimilation
system at NCEP: The Pacific Ocean. AMS 84th Annual Meeting, Seattle, Washington, 11-15). The contour interval
is 10 m. Dashed contours in bottom panel indicate negative anomalies. Anomalies are departures from the 1982-

2004 base period means.
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December 2008
Depth (m) of 20C Isotherm
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FIGURE T16. Mean (top) and anomalous (bottom) depth of the 20°C isotherm for DEC 2008. Contour interval is 40 m (top)
and 10 m (bottom). Dashed contours in bottom panel indicate negative anomalies. Data are derived from the NCEP’s
global ocean data assimilation system version 2 which assimilates oceanic observations into an oceanic GCM (Xue,
Y. and Behringer, D.W., 2006: Operational global ocean data assimilation system at NCEP, to be submitted to
BAMS). Anomalies are departures from the 1982—-2004 base period means.
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December 2008: Depth—Longitude Section
Equatorial Ocean Temperatures (C)
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FIGURE T17. Equatorial depth-longitude section of ocean temperature (top) and ocean temperature anomalies (bottom)
for DEC 2008. Contour interval is 1°C. Dashed contours in bottom panel indicate negative anomalies. Data are
derived from the NCEP’s global ocean data assimilation system version 2 which assimilates oceanic observations
into an oceanic GCM (Xue, Y. and Behringer, D.W., 2006: Operational global ocean data assimilation system at
NCEP, to be submitted to BAMS). Anomalies are departures from the 1982—-2004 base period means.
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December 2008
Sea Surface Temperature

120E 180 120W

| | | | |
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Sea Surface Temperature Anomaly (O

FIGURE T18. Mean (top) and anomalous (bottom) sea surface temperature (SST). Anomalies are departures from the
1971-2000 base period monthly means (Smith and Reynolds 1998, J. Climate, 11, 3320-3323).
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December 2008

50N 3 W T~ ;ﬁ;;_——*_'/gmi,
40N N ‘_ N S . > 7#7;

30N
20N ¢
10N

EQ
10S
20S
30S
40S
50S

1008 1010 1012 1014 1016 1018 1020

FIGURE T19. Mean (top) and anomalous (bottom) sea level pressure (SLP) (CDAS/Reanalysis). In top panel, 1000 hPa
has been subtracted from contour labels, contour interval is 2 hPa, and values below 1000 hPa are indicated by
dashed contours. In bottom panel, anomaly contour interval is 1 hPa and negative anomalies are indicated by
dashed contours. Anomalies are departures from the 1979-1995 base period monthly means.
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December 2008
850— hPo W|nd (m/s)
7

50N \ X %—. = PN
S\ = ” ’i&
40N_ I‘\r / > ;/';” \\a.,,l
30N - 3
20N - eSS
10N - PREFS
EQ '/’ e S e o
105 - W
ggg: ”"*\ e ‘\\\x‘,oﬂl\\ \x\ PARPY \xl‘ ‘\
4OS_ > ; \\\\,\\ ta\f T “. .~ .
N e antaans e ddamaiatane— NS idi—— =" £ Semnaassan
0 90E 180 90w 10 0
| | I I
4 8 12 16 20
SON _850—hPa Wind Anomoly (m/s)
won 12 TR
30N--‘{/\» % )\
20N A
10N il PSS
EQ Y P (A7 Wl PR e SSERXA 177700 40
10S A R YIPP = ,\,\w‘..;‘,\\..xxm
208_\.—\ v EEEERNY <N \“‘\‘ ’,—ON‘\-.‘.'
3054« : ' ' )
a—— (S e 2t e e .- Y . - P »
40S - NNV v\
505 ’,,\\\\\‘"”’M«\\\'r’/’&\\wg[l“". // 4L
0 90E 180 90W e 0
| | I [ I
2 4 6 8 10

FIGURE T20. Mean (top) and anomalous (bottom) 850-hPa vector wind (CDAS/Reanaysis) for DEC 2008. Contour
interval for isotachs is 4 ms* (top) and 2 ms* (bottom). Anomalies are departures from the 1979-95 base period
monthly means.
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200—hPa Wind (m/s)
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FIGURE T21. Mean (top) and anomalous (bottom) 200-hPa vector wind (CDAS/Reanalysis) for DEC 2008. Contour
interval for isotachs is 15 ms? (top) and 5 ms* (bottom). Anomalies are departures from 1979-95 base period
monthly means.
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December 2008
200—hPa Streamfunction
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FIGURE T22. Mean (top) and anomalous (bottom) 200-hPa streamfunction (CDAS/Reanalysis). Contour interval is 20
x 10° m?st (top) and 5 x 10° m?s* (bottom). Negative (positive) values are indicated by dashed (solid) lines. The
non-divergent component of the flow is directed along the contours with speed proportional to the gradient. Thus,
high (low) stream function corresponds to high (low) geopotential height in the Northern Hemisphere and to low
(high) geopotential height in the Southern Hemisphere. Anomalies are departures from the 1979-1995 base period
monthly means.
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December 2008

FIGURE T23. Mean (top) and anomalous (bottom) 200-hPa divergence (CDAS/Reanalysis). Divergence and anomalous
divergence are shaded blue. Convergence and anomalous convergence are shaded orange. Anomalies are depar-
tures from the 1979-1995 base period monthly means.
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December 2008

Anomalous 200—hPa Vel.
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FIGURE T24. Mean (top) and anomalous (bottom) 200-hPa velocity potential (10°m?s) and divergent wind (CDAS/
Reanalysis). Anomalies are departures from the 1979-1995 base period monthly means.
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FIGURE T25. Mean (top) and anomalous (bottom) outgoing longwave radiation for DEC 2008 (NOAA 18 AVHRR IR
window channel measurements by NESDIS/ORA). OLR contour interval is 20 Wm-? with values greater than 280
Wm-2indicated by dashed contours. Anomaly contour interval is 15 Wm with positive values indicated by dashed
contours and light shading. Anomalies are departures from the 1979-95 base period monthly means.
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FIGURE T26. Estimated total (top) and anomalous (bottom) rainfall (mm) based on the Special Sensor Microwave/
Imager (SSM/I) precipitation index (Ferraro 1997, J. Geophys. Res., 102, 16715-16735). Anomalies are computed
from the 1987-2006 base period monthly means. Anomalies have been smoothed for display purposes.
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December 2008
Cloud Liquid Water
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FIGURE T27. Mean (top) and anomalous (bottom) cloud liquid water (g m) based on the Special Sensor Microwave/
Imager (SSM/I) (Weng etal 1997: J. Climate, 10, 1086-1098). Anomalies are calculated from the 1987-2006 base
period means.
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FIGURE T28. Mean (top) and anomalous (bottom) vertically integrated water vapor or precipitable water (kg m?) based
on the Special Sensor Microwave/Imager (SSM/I) (Ferraro et. al, 1996: Bull. Amer. Meteor. Soc., 77, 891-905).
Anomalies are calculated from the 1987-2006 base period means.

36



December 2008

Divergence and East—West Divergent Circulation
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FIGURE T29. Pressure-longitude section (L00E-80W) of the mean (top) and anomalous (bottom) divergence (contour
interval is 1 x 10-°s™) and divergent circulation averaged between 5N-5S. The divergent circulation is represented
by vectors of combined pressure vertical velocity and the divergent component of the zonal wind. Red shading
and solid contours denote divergence (top) and anomalous divergence (bottom). Blue shading and dashed
contours denote convergence (top) and anomalous convergence (bottom). Anomalies are departures from the

1979-1995 base period monthly means.
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Divergence and West—East Divergent Circulation
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FIGURE T30. Pressure-longitude section (80W-100E) of the mean (top) and anomalous (bottom) divergence (contour
interval is 1 x 10 %) and divergent circulation averaged between 5N-5S. The divergent circulation is represented
by vectors of combined pressure vertical velocity and the divergent component of the zonal wind. Red shading
and solid contours denote divergence (top) and anomalous divergence (bottom). Blue shading and dashed
contours denote convergence (top) and anomalous convergence (bottom). Anomalies are departures from the
1979-1995 base period monthly means.
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Zonal Wind and N—S Divergent Circulation
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FIGURE T31. Pressure-latitude section of the mean (top) and anomalous (bottom) zonal wind (m s*) and divergent
circulation averaged over the west Pacific sector (120E-170E). The divergent circulation is represented by
vectors of combined pressure vertical velocity and the divergent component of the meridional wind. Red
shading and solid contours denote a westerly (top) or anomalous westerly (bottom) zonal wind. Blue shading
and dashed contours denote an easterly (top) or anomalous easterly (bottom) zonal wind. Anomalies are
departures from the 1979-1995 base period monthly means.
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Zonal Wind and N—S Divergent Circulation
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FIGURE T32. Pressure-latitude section of the mean (top) and anomalous (bottom) zonal wind (m s*) and divergent
circulation averaged over the central Pacific sector (L30W-180W). The divergent circulation is represented by
vectors of combined pressure vertical velocity and the divergent component of the meridional wind. Red shading
and solid contours denote a westerly (top) or anomalous westerly (bottom) zonal wind. Blue shading and dashed
contours denote an easterly (top) or anomalous easterly (bottom) zonal wind. Anomalies are departures from the

1979-1995 base period monthly means.
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Tropical Pacific Drifting Buoys R. Lumpkin/M. Pazos, AOML, Miami

During December 2008, 380 satellite-tracked surface drifting buoys, 91% with subsurface drogues attached for
measuring mixed layer currents, were reporting from the tropical Pacific. Strong westward anomalies persisted from
last month, indicating an acceleration of the equatorial SEC (5S-5N) of 20-40 cm/s. Further north, the NECC and NEC
were close to their climatological December strengths. SSTs were close to climatological December values in the center
of the basin, with warm anomalies of +0.5 to +1.5C common west of the dateline and north of 10N, a persistent pattern
over the last several months of 2008. Very warm anomalies (+1.5 to +3.0C) were measured by many drifters north of
20N and west of the dateline, a pattern established in November. In the southeastern tropical Pacific, many drifters
measured cold anomalies of -0.5 to -1.5C, also persisting since November.
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Figure A1.1 Top: Movements of drifting buoys in the tropical Pacific Ocean during Dec 08. The linear segments of
each trajectory represent a one week displacement. Trajectories of buoys which have lost their subsurface drogues are
gray; those with drogues are black.

Middle: Monthly mean currents calculated from all buoys 1993-2002 (gray), and currents measured by the drogued
buoys this month (black) smoothed by an optimal filter.

Bottom: Anomalies from the climatological monthly mean currents for this month.
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