Requirements for Attachment to the African Desk/CPC/NOAA
As part of the US contribution to the WMO VCP, fellowships are granted to eligible African meteorologists and scientists to train in the African Desk of the Climate Prediction Center at NCEP/NWS/NOAA for a period of 4 months.  Training fields include: (1) Climate Diagnostics Monitoring and Predictions (2) Short and Medium Range Weather Forecasting; (3) Satellite Rainfall Estimations; (4) Numerical Weather Prediction (WRF- EMS).

The requirements to participate in the African Desk Training Program are as follows:

· At least a 4 –year University degree in Meteorology or a 4-year University degree in any of the science fields 
· at least 3 years of professional experience in operational weather forecasting and/or climate monitoring and or predictions. 
· Knowledge of basic UNIX commands and GrADS not required but desired for both the weather and climate sections of the African Desk.
· Training on WRF modeling available to candidates who who have basic experience in Numerical Weather Prediction (NWP) modeling 
· Candidates must commit to return to their duties for at least one year immediately upon completing the African Desk training.

It is expected that scientific visitors to the African Desk of NOAA, upon return to their home institutions will be fully prepared to implement the techniques that they acquired while visiting the African Desk.  They are also expected to share the knowledge gained with other peers within and outside of their institutions.

Candidates must fill out a WMO VCP Fellowship Application Form and mail it to the Education Department of the WMO in Geneva.  A copy of the application form must be sent by email to: Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov

