
Global Tropics Hazards And Benefits Outlook 
April 1, 2014 

 
Matthew Rosencrans 

 
Outline 

 
1. Review of Recent Conditions 
2. Synopsis of Climate Modes 
3. GTH Outlook and Forecast Discussion 
4. Connections to U.S. Impacts 



Outlook  

Review 

Cool shading 

More clouds/rain 

 

Warm shading 

Less clouds/rain 

X 

X 



ENSO: 
Å ENSO-neutral is expected to continue through the Northern Hemisphere spring 2014, with 
about a 50% chance of El Niño developing during the summer or fall. 
 
Å ENSO Alert System Status: El Niño Watch 
 
MJO and other subseasonal tropical variability: 
Å The MJO remained weak during the past week.  Other modes of variability are aliased into 
some of the MJO indices.   
 
Å Dynamical model MJO index forecasts differ on the strength of the signal during Week-2, 
with indications of a weak signal and rapid propagation, hinting that the models are keying in 
on Kelvin Waves and Equatorial Rossby waves. 
 
Extratropics: 
Å The extended range forecast for the U.S. is not expected to be impacted greatly by the MJO. 
Current outlooks indicate above-normal temperatures are favored from the West Coast to the 
Great Plains and portions of the south-central CONUS, with below-normal temperatures 
favored from the Northern Great Plains to the Mid-Atlantic and New England, along with the 
Gulf coast from TX to FL.  An active precipitation pattern is expected across the Great Basin 
and northern tier from MT to the Northeast, with drier conditions expected for the Pacific 
Northwest. 
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