
Global Tropics Hazards And Benefits Outlook 
April 26, 2016 

 
Anthony Artusa 

 
Outline 

 
1. Review of Recent Conditions 
2. Synopsis of Climate Modes 
3. GTH Outlook and Forecast Discussion 
4. Connections to U.S. Impacts 



Outlook  

Review 

Cool shading 

More clouds/rain 

 

Warm shading 

Less clouds/rain 

X 

X X 

X X 



1 

2 

3 

4 



ENSO: 
•La Nina Watch in effect as of 14 April 2016 

 

ENSO Neutral likely during late spring/early summer 2016; possible La Nina conditions 

to develop by late summer/early fall.  El Nino is weakening, though large area of +30 C 

SSTs still exists over central South Pacific (0-15S, DL-150W). More than sufficient to 

sustain convection. 
 
MJO and other subseasonal tropical variability: 
• In general, MJO indices are indicating a very weak, incoherent pattern.  
 
• Most dynamical model MJO index forecasts depict a weak, fairly incoherent signal during the 
next two weeks. The European Center predicts a wider range of possibilities, underscoring the 
uncertainty. 
 
 
Extratropics: 
• The extended range temperature and precipitation forecasts for the U.S. are not likely to be 
impacted by the MJO, but more likely impacted by the ongoing El Nino and mid-latitude 
frontal/cyclonic activity. 

Synopsis of Climate Modes 
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MJO Observation/Forecast 

GEFS ECMWF UKMET 

Wheeler-Hendon based analyses of model forecasts indicate a weak signal (GEFS, UKMET) during 

the next 1-2 weeks, with a stronger signal indicated by the ECMWF over the eastern Indian Ocean 

during Week-2.  
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Connections to U.S. Impacts 







Week 2 – Temperature and Precipitation 




