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ENSO: (August 9, 2018 Update) 

• ENSO Alert System Status: El Niño Watch 

 

• There is ~60% chance of El Niño in the Northern Hemisphere fall 2018 (September-

November), increasing to ~70% during winter 2018-19. 

 

MJO and other subseasonal tropical variability: 

• The MJO is still fairly weak, in spite of an increase in the amplitude of the RMM index 

over the past week. 

 

•Equatorial Rossby wave activity and a transition to an El Niño base state are the 

primary drivers along with several active TCs. There is some evidence of a Kelvin 

wave propagating from the Pacific to the Atlantic over the past one to two weeks. 

 

Extratropics: 

• The MJO is not likely to play a substantial role in the extratropical pattern over the 

next several weeks. The primary tropical/extratropical impacts will come from tropical 

cyclones or disturbances. 

Synopsis of Climate Modes 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_disc_jun2018/enso-alert-readme.shtml




IR Satellite & 200-hpa Velocity Potential Anomalies 

Green: Enhanced Divergence    Brown: Enhanced Convergence  

A stationary pattern is evident 

over the Pacific, with rapid 

eastward propagation of an 

enhanced convective signal over 

the Western Hemisphere. 



MJO Observation/Forecast 

GEFS ECMWF JMA 

RMM index forecasts diverge substantially over the next two weeks. The ECMWF 

emphasizes the low-frequency state, while the JMA continues to emphasize an 

atmospheric Kelvin wave. 



Average Conditions when the MJO is present 

CAVEAT: These panels are 

representative of robust MJO 

events. 



The MJO signal is quite weak but there is some evidence of ER activity. The low-

frequency (mostly ENSO) base state appears to be evolving towards El Niño. 

















Connections to U.S. Impacts 





Week 2 – Temperature and Precipitation 




