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ENSO: (September 13, 2018 Update) 

• ENSO Alert System Status: El Niño Watch 

 

• There is a 50-55% chance of El Niño onset during the Northern Hemisphere fall 

2018 (September-November), increasing to 65-70% during winter 2018-19.  

 

MJO and other subseasonal tropical variability: 

• The MJO is currently weak but models forecast it to strengthen and emerge in phases 

8/1 by Week-2. 

 

• Equatorial Rossby wave activity and a transition to an El Niño base state are the 

primary drivers along with several active TCs. 

 

Extratropics: 

• Although the MJO is likely to re-emerge by Week-2, downstream extratropical 

impacts aren’t likely to be significant until later. 

Synopsis of Climate Modes 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_disc_jun2018/enso-alert-readme.shtml
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_disc_jun2018/enso-alert-readme.shtml




IR Satellite & 200-hpa Velocity Potential Anomalies 

Green: Enhanced Divergence    Brown: Enhanced Convergence  

Wave-1 turns to Wave-2 as low-

frequency variability weakens 

and TCs become active. 

Regionally small areas of 

convection dominate the pattern 

but this should change by Week-

2 as the MJO emerges. 



MJO Observation/Forecast 

GEFS ECMWF BOMM 

There is good agreement of an MJO in phase 8 by Week-2. 



MJO remains weak 





Average Conditions when the MJO is present 

CAVEAT: These panels are 

representative of robust MJO 

events. 

Expected during Week-2 











Connections to U.S. Impacts 





Week 2 – Temperature and Precipitation 




