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ENSO: (February 13, 2020 Update) next update on 12th of March!

• ENSO Alert System Status: Not Active

• ENSO-neutral is favored through Northern Hemisphere spring 2020 (~60% chance), 

continuing through summer 2020 (~50% chance).

MJO and other subseasonal tropical variability:

• The MJO strengthened at the beginning of March with its enhanced phase shifting 

east to the Maritime Continent during the first week of March.

• Dynamical models favor eastward propagation but vary on how fast it crosses the 

Western Hemisphere.

• The low-frequency base state continues to favor enhanced convection near the 

Date Line.

• The MJO is likely to increase convection across the equatorial central Pacific which 

is likely to contribute to an enhanced subtropical jet and heavy rainfall across the 

south-central U.S. during mid to late March. 

Synopsis of Climate Modes





IR Satellite & 200-hpa Velocity Potential Anomalies
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MJO Observation/Forecast

GEFS ECMWF JMA

GFS and ECMWF ensemble means indicate 

a fast-moving MJO (weak amplitude)

during the next two weeks



Average Conditions when the MJO is present
CAVEAT: These panels are 

representative of robust MJO 

events.

Week-1: Phases 7/8

Week-2: Phase 1



Late in Week-1





Connections to U.S. Impacts







Week 2 – Temperature and Precipitation



Week-2 Precipitation (in)
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