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ENSO: (July 9, 2020 Update)

• ENSO Alert System Status: La Nina Watch 

• ENSO-neutral is favored to continue through the summer, with a 50-55% chance of 

La Nina development during the Northern Hemisphere fall 2020 and continuing 

through winter 2020-21.

MJO and other subseasonal tropical variability:

• Velocity potential anomalies have become better organized with a wave-1 pattern. 

• Despite this, most dynamical models favor a rapid weakening of the intraseasonal

signal during week-1, with ensemble means remaining within the unit circle in RMM 

space through late July.

• Elevated chances exist for Tropical Cyclone formation over the western and eastern 

Pacific during week-1, with some signal emerging over the MDR in the Atlantic.

Synopsis of Climate Modes





IR Satellite & 200-hpa Velocity Potential Anomalies

Green: Enhanced Divergence    Brown: Enhanced Convergence 

Continued eastward progression 

of both features, but the Indian 

Ocean center remains more 

slowly evolving relative to the 

Kelvin wave.

Enhanced convection shifted 

westward over Africa / Indian 

Ocean with suppressed envelope 

expanding across Pacific.

Return to more wave-1 pattern, 

with eastward propagation of the 

convective/suppressed envelope. 



MJO Observation/Forecast

Dynamical models indicate a rapid weakening of the intraseasonal signal during the next several 

days, with diverging solutions for the remainder of the outlook period. 
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A Kelvin wave is seen 

crossing the Pacific and 

Atlantic helping to aid TC 

formation in the OLR field.

Rossby wave activity 

evident over the Indian 

Ocean since late June.

A Low frequency 

component continues to be 

observed since June with 

enhanced convection 

centered over the western 

Indian Ocean. 

Green: Enhanced precipitation Brown: Suppressed precipitation





N=3

N=6

N=2











Days 1-4

Day 5-8

Day 9-12

Day 13-15



Connections to U.S. Impacts







Week 2 – Temperature and Precipitation

Continued warmer conditions 

expected across much of 

CONUS.




