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ENSO: (August 13, 2020 Update)

• ENSO Alert System Status: La Niña Watch (next update September 10)

• There is a ~60% chance of La Niña development during Northern Hemisphere fall 

2020 and continuing through winter 2020-21 (~55% chance).

MJO and other subseasonal tropical variability:

• The MJO continues to propagate eastward with its enhanced phase over the Indian 

Ocean.

• Dynamical models are in better agreement with a weakening MJO during the next 

two weeks, as the enhanced phase is still expected to shift east over the Indian 

Ocean and into the Maritime Continent. 

• Tropical waves propagating from West Africa and climatology continue to support an 

active Atlantic basin through at least early September.  Conversely, much of the 

Pacific looks to be quiet. 

Synopsis of Climate Modes

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/enso-alert-readme.shtml




IR Satellite & 200-hpa Velocity Potential Anomalies

Green: Enhanced Divergence    Brown: Enhanced Convergence 

Coherent Wave-1 spatial pattern 

since mid-August 

Enhanced phase shifted east 

from the Americas to Africa

Enhanced phase extending east 

over the Indian Ocean, with the 

suppressed envelope covering 

much of the Pacific. 



MJO Observation/Forecast

ECMWF ECMWF
GEFS

Compared to RMM forecasts last week, there is better agreement in the models in 

weakening the intraseasonal signal. 

The ECMWF appears to be most progressive suggesting some re-strengthening 

over the Maritime Continent in week-2 
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Average Conditions when the MJO is present

CAVEAT: These panels are 

representative of robust MJO 

events.



















Connections to U.S. Impacts





Week 2 – Temperature and Precipitation




