
 

The MJO remained active during the past week and most indicators became more coherent than that 

observed the previous week. The enhanced phase is currently centered over the western hemisphere 

with the strongest enhanced convection during the past week  evident across the Americas and western 

Africa. Suppressed convection was observed over parts of the Indian Ocean, Maritime continent and 

northern Australia. No tropical cyclones formed during the past week. 

 

Dynamical model MJO index forecasts indicate the MJO signal will continue through at least the Week-1 

period. Most models are in agreement that a decrease in amplitude and eastward propagation may 

occur later in Week-2 as the index enters the western Indian Ocean. It is too early to say that the recent 

MJO activity observed since late January will end as it enters the Indian Ocean, but uncertainty is higher 

beyond Week-2 for continuation of a coherent, robust MJO. 

 

Fore Week-1, the MJO suppressed phase favors below-median rainfall for the Maritime continent and 

northern Australia and parts of the southwest Pacific. The MJO enhanced phase and model guidance 

favor enhanced rainfall for parts of Africa (Gulf of Guinea, southeast and Madagascar), South America 



and the Caribbean. An atmospheric Kelvin wave is expected to also contribute to enhanced rainfall over 

Africa (enhanced phase)  and temper rainfall over parts of the eastern Pacific and northern South 

America (suppressed phase) during Week-1.  

 

Shifting to Week-2, the MJO enhanced phase favors enhanced rainfall to continue for south-central and 

southeast Africa and develop across the western and central Indian Ocean. The suppressed phase of the 

MJO continues to favor below-median rainfall for parts of the eastern Maritime continent, northern 

Australia and the southwest Pacific. Residual SST anomalies associated with La Nina and the suppressed 

phase of the MJO support below-median rainfall for the equatorial central Pacific. 


